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See ATTRACTIVE IN Lare Winter and Earty Sprinc. Few, 
indeed, are the shrubs which are as attractive the first week in 
1 March as they were at Christmas time. As cold waves come and go, 


berries shrivel and lose their color, leaves reputedly evergreen turn 
# brown and wither, or drop off altogether. Of all the shrubs planted 


| 


{ towards early spring ; those few species which flower in the winter and 


i for their winter effect only two classes hold their own as winter advances 


+ secondly those such as the willows and osiers whose winter interest is 
'due to the color of the young twigs. These actually brighten as spring 
approaches and by the first week of March even the bare branches of the 
Forsythia bushes lend a distinctly yellow tone to the landscape. 


The great bulk of shrubs which at one time or another have been 
recommended for their winter effect owe that recommendation either to 
evergreen leaves or attractive fruits. A few of these species do not 
properly belong on any such list, as far as New England is concerned, 
| since they lose their beauty with the first killing frost. The great ma- 
jority cease to be effective aftera severe cold wave. By early March 
only a few are left with unblemished reputations. The following list 
was made-on March 13, 1933. It does not pretend to be complete 
though an attempt has been made to include all the outstanding ‘“winter 
shrubs’’ in the collections of the Arboretum. It is an attempt to givea 
vigorous spring house cleaning to the list of berried and evergreen 
shrubs. Too much weight should not be given to this single rating, 
however. No two winters are alike and while that of 1932-33 may be 
taken as near the average, many of the shrubs on these lists would be- 
have differently in another winter, or if planted in a different position. 
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The author will be glad to hear from any readers of the Bulletin whose 
experience with any of these shrubs does not agree with the rating on 


the present lists. 


Suruss Wirn Arrracrive Fruits. 

Rosa Helenae. Fruits practically uninjured, very attractive. 

Rosa multiflora. Fruits attractive but not quite so effective as R. 
Helenae. 

Rosa canina. Fruits attractive, a few discolored. 

Aronia. Fruits badly withered, particularly the varieties with red 
fruits. Varieties with black fruits not unattractive. 

Viburnum Wrightii. Fruits withered but a clear dark red. 

Viburnum Wrightii var. Hessei. Like V. Wrightii but the fruits 
slightly more conspicuous. 

Viburnum Sargenti. Fruits very badly faded, color practically gone. 

Viburnum Sargenti var. calvescens. Fruits very badly faded, color 
practically gone. 

Viburnum trilobum. Fruits very badly faded, color practically gone. 

Crataegus. Fruits all fallen. 

Berberis vulgaris. Fruits withered but attractive. 

Berberis Thunbergii. Fruits bright and attractive, partly fallen. 

Ribes fasciculatum var. chinense. Fruits slightly faded, but per- 
sistent and attractive. 


The list of berried shrubs which were really effective by reason of 
the color of their berries can be reduced to three, the Multiflora Roses, 
the Chinese Currant, and Viburnum Wrightii. Many of the other rose 
species were more or less attractive ; the wild European ‘“Dog Rose’’, 
Rosa canina, had kept a goodly proportion of its bright fruits and many 
of them were still a clear and attractive red, but on R. multiflora, and 
to an even greater extent on the closely related species, R. Helenae, 
the fruits seemed quite as attractive as they had been in the fall. Rosa 
Helenae is a remarkable little rose worth growing for its flowers and 
foliage as well as for the persistent fruits. The flowers are such a pale 
pink in color as to be practically white; they are small, scarcely larger 
than one’s thumb nail, but they are profusely borne in large corymbs. 
Viburnum Wrightii and its more dwarf variety Hesse’ are excellent shrubs 
and should be better known, Although it was introduced from Japan 
over forty years ago, V, Wrightii is not at all commonly grown. It has 
clean foliage, an attractive shape, and the abundant white flowers are 
followed by dark red fruits which contrast sharply with the black 
branches. 
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Suruss Wirn Evercreen Leaves. 

Buaus sempervirens. Tips burned, leaves partly browned. 

Buxus microphylla var. koreana. Leaves somewhat reddish in gener- 
al tone, but not unsightly. 5 = 

Buxus microphylla var. japonica. Leaves tinged with yellowish red. 

Evonymus japonica. Leaves brown and yellow, unsightly. 

Evonymus radicans var. vegeta. More or less browned, depending 
upon situation. 

Evonymus radicans var. Carrierei. Leaves brownish green, not un- 
attractive. 

Evonymus radicans “‘Little Gem’’. Unsightly. 

Evonymus radicans var. minima. Brown at tips of branches. 

Evonymus radicans var. picta. Some leaves fallen. 

Ilex rugosa. Foliage undamaged. (Specimen low and probably 
entirely protected by the snow). 

Ilex crenata var. convera. Attractive, an occasional yellow tip here 
and there. 

Tlex yunnanensis. Ragged appearance, leaves partly fallen, others 
dark brown. 

Tlex opaca. (All old, well established specimens) clear and attrac- 
tive foliage. : 

Tlex glabra. \n excellent condition, quite as beautiful as when it 
entered the winter. 

Kalmia angustifolia. Leaves unharmed, attractive in color. 

Kalmia latifolia. Leaves in good condition. 

Leucothoe Catesbaet. An occasional leaf fallen, foliage attractive. 

Berberis Julianae. Foliage attractive, purplish green and red, some 
leaves fallen but apparently no more than had fallen by Christmas 
time. 

Berberis verruculosa. Foliage absolutely undamaged, upper sides of 
leaves a little darker than in the summertime, thereby contrasting 
effectively with the grayish green lower surfaces. 

Berberis triacanthophora. Foliage red and green, attractive. 

Mahonia repens. Foliage burned somewhat above the snow line, 
but in better condition than the next on the list. 

Mahonia Aquifolium. Foliage badly burned in places, unsightly. 

X Mahoberberis Neuberti. Branches practically bare. 

Pachistima myrsinites.. Badly browned above the snow line. 

Rhododendron hirsutum. Leaves unblemished. 

Andromeda glaucophylla. Weaves dark purple-green above, a little 


ragged. 
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Rhododendron. (Many cultivated varieties). Foliage in excellent 
condition. 

Arctostaphylos uva-ursi. Foliage dark red in places, but still at- 
tractive. 

Vaccinium Vitis-idaea. Foliage attractive. 

Pieris floribunda (Andromeda floribunda). ULeayes dark green, in 
excellent condition. 

Hedera helix var. ballica. Some leaves purplish green, the younger 
erowth browned in places. 

Pachysandra terminalis. Leaves somewhat yellow-green in general 
tone. 

Cotoneaster salicifolia var. floccosa. A few leaves dropped, those 
remaining were an attractive purplish green. 

Cotoneaster horizontalis. Berries dropped, leaves withered, some 
bushes unsightly. 

Cotoneaster Francheli. Some of the leaves discolored, berries un- 
attractive. ; 

Cotoneaster microphylla. Leaves all burned and unsightly. 


Two of the shrubs on this list were so beautiful as to deserve more 
than passing mention. Our native Inkberry, //ex glabra, whose merits 
were set forth year after year by Professor Sargent, is still not as well 
known as it should be. There is something almost like classical orna- 
ment in the refinement of its dark green leaves and graceful branches. 
A tour of the Arboretum’s collections in late winter, as the above list 
bears witness, shows many scorched leaves and bare branches, but the 
Inkberry is quite as clear and clean and lustrous as when the winter 


began. 


Among the newer introductions none were more attractive than 
Berberis verruculosa, a low, compact barberry from western China. The 
leaves are small and closely set, appearing somewhat like miniature 
holly leaves. They are a dark glossy green above, contrasting attrac- 
tively with the dull gray green of the lower surtaces. One of the Ar- 
boretum’s specimens, set on an exposed ledge below the Overlook had 


a most severe test but came through the winter unscathed, 


EpvGar ANDERSON 


[ 20 ] 


HOW TO REACH THE ARNOLD ARBORETUM 


The Arnold Arboretum covers over 260 acres and visitors will be 
saved needless inconvenience if they can find out before their visit, 
the approximate location of what they wish to see. 


The main features of the Arboretum and their relation to the main 
automobile routes and the street car lines are shown, somewhat dia- 
eramatically, on the accompanying map. The Administration Building 
[‘A’ on the map] houses the Library and Herbarium, while the Labo- 
ratories and Greenhouses [not open to the general public] are approxi- 
mately half a mile away at “D’. Aside from the Magnolia collection, 
which is near the Administration Building, the showiest displays of 
spring and early summer are in the central part of the Arboretum. 
Most visitorsare familiar with the shrub collection.and the nearby lilacs, 
but many visitors miss altogether three of the most interesting collec- 
tions in the Arboretum. These are 1, the Chinese plants on the Over- 
look, 2, the unusual shrubs along the Centre Street path [‘B’ on the 
map] and 8, the largest collection of flowering apples and pears at the 
base of Peter’s Hill [“F’ on the map |. For visitors coming by automo- 
bile there is on week days at least, ample parking space near all the 
entrances and by studying the map one can find which entrance is near- 
est to the collections which are to be visited. The new four lane high- 
way to Providence passes along one side of the Arboretum and the 


main route to Cape Cod goes along another side. 


Visitors who come by way of the elevated system will be glad to 
learn that there is now a bus line running from Jamaica Plain along 
route No. 1 which goes directly past the Centre Street Gate [111] from 
which the most interesting parts of the Arboretum can be reached with 
a minimum of effort. Those coming by street car will find helpful the 
little-used path under the railroad at the base of Hemlock Hill. Sur- 
face cars can be taken along Washington Street and by getting off at 


Arboretum Road [‘E’ on the map] there is only a short block to walk. 


EXPLANATION OF THE PLATE 


———-— street car lines 


Vil 


Administration Building, Arnold Arboretum 
Centre Street Path 

Bussey Institution 

Greenhouses and Laboratory 

Arboretum Road 

Flowering Crabapples 


Forest Hills Terminal, Boston Elevated 


Jamaica Plain Entrance 
Forest Hills Entrance 

Centre Street Entrance 
South Street Entrance 
Bussey Street Entrance 
Walter Street Entrance 


Fairview Street Entrance 
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